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* How will the government select these students for entry
level class?

* Would the admission lottery be conducted by
neighbourhood or by entire village/town/city? How would
the supply-demand gaps in each neighbourhood be
addressed?

¢ \What will be the mechanism for reimbursement to private
schools?

e How will the government monitor the whole process?
What type of external vigilance/social audit would be
allowed/encouraged on the process?

¢ What would happen if some of these students need to
change school in higher classes?

Moreover, the method for calculation of per-child reimbursement
expenditure (which is to exclude capital cost estimates) will yield an
inadequate resource flow to private schools. It will be tantamount to a tax
on private schools. Private schools will endup charging more to the 75%
of students - who are paying tuitions - to make space for the 25% of
students they are forced to take. This will drive up tuition fees for private
schools (while government schools continue to be taxpayer funded and
essentially free).

Reimbursement calculations should include capital as well recurring costs
incurred by the government.

By dictating the terms of payment, the government has reserved the right
to fix its own price, which makes private unaided schools resent this
imposition of a flat price. A graded system for reimbursement would work
better, where schools are grouped -- based on infrastructure, academic
outcomes and other quality indicators -- into different categories, which
would then determine their reimbursement.

What is to be done?

The RTE Act has been passed; the Model Rules have been released,;
financial closure appears in hand. Does this mean the policy process is
now impervious to change? Even today, much can be achieved through a
sustained engagement with this problem.

Drafting of State Rules
Even though state rules are likely to be on the same lines as the
model rules, these rules are still to be drafted by state level authorities
keeping in mind contextual requirements. Advocacy on the flaws of
the Central arrangements, and partnerships with state education
departments, could yield improvements in atleast some States.
Examples of critical changes which state governments should
consider are: giving SMCs greater disciplinary power over teachers
and responsibility of students&€™ learning assessment, greater
autonomy for schools to decide teacher salaries and increased clarity
in the implementation strategy for 25% reservations. If even a few

http://ajayshahblog.blogspot.in/2010/04/right-to-education-act-critique.html



Ajay Shah's blog: The Right to Education Act: A critique http://ajayshahblog.blogspot.in/2010/04/right-to-education-act-critique.html





